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Editor’'s Note:

The Introductory Lecture, The Sociopolitical Context
Of Education, was formerly titled Enhancing the
Intelligence of the Black Child. It is an excerpt from a
lecture delivered under the auspices of the Afrikan
Poetry Theater on May 19, 1983, at the Rochdale
Community Center, Queens, New York.

Now edited and indexed, we find its contents ever
more pertinent in these turbulent times.

In the spirit of M&idt we acknowledge the assistance
of Nora Ward, Rodney Harris, Charmaine B. Monroe,
Carol King and Osei Tutu Rowe, and the inspiratory
presence of my daughter Sankofa Ward Plata and my
niece Safiya King in the fulfillment of this undertaking.

We anticipate you will find it as edifying as we did.

Sababu N. Plata



Introductory Lecture

THE SOCIOPOLITICAL
CONTEXT OF EDUCATION

What is the Purpose of Education?

Too many of us see education as essentially a preparation
for jobs, as a preparation for moving up in social status,
and as a means of securing a better lifestyle. And certainly,
these are some of its major functions. However, I do not
see them as the primary functions of education. I think it
is vital that we understand that the major function of
education is to help secure the survival of a people. When
we talk about maximizing the intelligence of Black children
we are speaking not just in terms of their ability to go
through school and to get better reading and writing
averages and go to the right colleges. We are concerned
about enhancing their intelligence so that it can serve as
a means for maintaining the actual physical survival of
Black people. We are now at the crossroads. We are in a
pathetic situation as far as the world is concerned. We are
in a situation that is exceedingly dangerous, where we are
questioning whether Afrikan peoples survive the next
century. And consequently, it’s going to take a different kind
of thinking style, a different system of values, and a
different approach to human relations to get us out of this
quandary that we are in today; the quandary the European
has put us in. And it’s going to require a different kind of
education than what is available today.

“You can tell a tree by the fruit it bears.” Those of us who
are familiar with the Bible, of course, are familiar with that
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Introductory Lecture

verse. We must evaluate education in terms of its fruits.
We must evaluate an education that has us at the point
today of not knowing when we are going to be blown up;
when this world is going to be brought to an end. What kind
of civilization is it that as it supposedly becomes more and
more civilized becomes more and more deadly?; it becomes
less and less able to control itself and it becomes more and
more suicidal! It develops weapons and systems that can
kill and destroy each man seven hundred times over — if
you can die seven hundred times over. Where one nuclear
weapon contains the power of all of the bombs dropped in
World War II. Just one! And yet we continue to pay taxes

to support this system, we continue to admire the people.

that made this system, continue to want to be “equal” with
them, and continue to want to be like them — these people
who are threatening to end our lives and our very survival
here on earth. They are unworthy of any further leadership
on this earth. They must be replaced for our survival, for
the survival of our children, and for the survival of this
earth!

For the Black man to be in the position he is in today,
he has to be “out of his mind.” We have to be. For a people
to vote and pay taxes for weapons that are going to destroy
their very lives and the future of their people, they have
to be out of their minds. For physicists to build weapons
that would end their lives and the lives of their children,
they have to be out of their minds. For biologists and for
doctors with M.Ds to develop bacteria so that populations
can be wiped out by disease, which also means that their
own children and their future generations can be wiped out,
they must be out of their minds.

For us to sit here and be unaware of what is going on
in the world means that we have to be out of touch with
reality. And one of the major instruments for putting people
out of their minds is education. It is often the very basis
for making people ignorant. 1t is the intellectual and the

The Sociopolitical Context Of Black Education

Ph.D. that have us in the trouble we’re in today. Who do
you think builds atomic weapons — the man in the street?
No! The physicist who went to school and wanted to be a
“Mr. Spock” figure, only concerned with the facts, only
concerned with mathematics, only concerned with being
objective, only concerned with having an amoral education,
only concerned with an education that has no central values,
morality, religion.

These scientists are so denuded of morality, love for
humanity, and concern for their own children and the
generations of their children that they sell their services
to the highest bidder and permit themselves to become the
tools of politicians.

And this is true for the other professions as well. Isn’t
it strange that the more social workers and psychologist
we produce the crazier we get? The more economists we
produce the more our people starve in Afrika? You must
recognize that things are backwards. But they must be
backwards if a minority of people is to rule over the vast
majority. The vast majority must be kept in a state of
deception, and they must be even arrogant in their state
of ignorance, not open to critical thinking and analysis of
their situation.

It has been said that science has done great things for
humankind. But when you look at it, it has done great
things only for a small percentage of humankind. When you
add the population of this country together with the
European countries, you've got maybe 20 percent of the
earth’s population. What’s going on with the other 80
percent? The vast majority don’t have even indoor plumbing,
not even good scientific farming, not any of the conveniences
(but maybe a television set so they may be propagandized)
that we take for granted.

Do not look at what goes on in the USA and assume that
this applies to humankind in general. The greater percent-
age of the world’s wealth is used by a small group of people
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