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Dr. W. E. B. DuBois: “No man living has revealed so
many important facts about the Negro as Rogers.”

In the Supreme Court of the United States, October Term,
1949, No. 25, in the printed Brief Amicus Curiae on Behalf
of the Civil Rights Committee of the National Bar Associa-
tion, which dealt with jim crow seating on the dining cars
and which ended in victory, his “Sex and Race” was cited as
an authority that the color-line in America had no scientific
foundaticn. More than a page of the brief was devoted to
supporting quotations from *“Sex and Race.”

H. L. Mencken, world-famed author, and dean of Amer-
ican letters: “Immensely entertaining and even more instruc-
tive. There is something new on almost every page, and you
pr;s,?nt it with the utmost effectiveness . . . a very competent
job.

W. P. Dabney in the Cincinnati Clarion: “The book of
books for all interested in the intermixture of races . . . SEX
and RACE is first in its class! So interesting that once begun,
when its reading is done, the mind marvels over the countless
reminders it contains . . . The pictorial illustrations alone
are invaluable . . .

George S. Schuyler: “Each page a surprise. The pictures
clinch the text.”
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NATURE KNOWS NO COLOR-LINE

comes at the right moment. The United Nations has
announced a History of Mankind, going back to 300,000
B. C. on which 1000 of the world's leading historians are
working. Care must be faken that the Negro isn't given
the usual treatment in this history. "NATURE KNOWS
NO COLOR-LINE" will make such oversight more
difficult.

J. A. Rogers

J. A. Rogers has engaged continuously in research on the
Negro since 1915. Published himself his first book, “From
Superman to Man,” in 1917, after it was refused by the

publishers.
Wrote and published his second book, “As Nature Leads,”

in 1919.
Began writing for the Negro press in 1920 and has been
doing so since.
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In 1924, '25, and 26, toured the North and South, lec-
turing and selling “From Superman to Man” (4th edition).

In 1925 went to Europe for research in the libraries and
museums there.

In 1927 returned for research lasting three years. Went
to North Africa,

In 1930 went on his own initiative to the coronation of
Haile Selassie, who presented him with the Coronation Medal.
The same year published his “World’s Greatest Men of
African Descent.”

From 1930 to 1933 continued his researches in Europe.

In 1934 published his “100 Amazing Facts About the
Negro” which went into 19 editions.

In 1930, 1935 and ’36 continued his researches in Egypt
and the Sudan.

In 1935 published his “Real Facts About Ethiopia” and
went the same year as war correspondent to Ethiopia for the
Pittsburgh-Courier.

In 1940 began publication of his “Sex and Race” in three
volumes.

In 1947 published his “World’s Great Men of Color, 3000
B. C. to 1946 A. D.” in two volumes.

In 1950 returned to Europe for further research on “Nature
Knows No Color-Line.”

In 1930, he was elected to membership in the Paris Society
of Anthropology and is now a member of the American Gec-
graphical Society, the Academy of Political Science and the
American Assn. for the Advancement of Science. Listed
in Who's Who in the East, Who’s Who in New York, etc.

His knowledge of Negro history represents but a small
part of his general information on world history.
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Beauty, thou wild [antastic ape

Who dost in every country change thy shape

Here black, here brown, here tawny and there white.
Abraham Cowley (1618-1677)

" “Thou are white and I am black but day must join
~ With night to bring forth the dawn and the twilight
~ which are more beautiful than they.”
' Victor Hugo.
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| FOREWORD

“In the historical amplitude of life on earth races have been in
a state of flux. Authorities on prehistoric races point to this as a fact
~and cven the brief span of historic record affords instances as illus-
rations of how races have fallen. It does not need the prophetic eye
then to see that races will continue to change. In consequence race

i something permanent becomes an artificial notion, a myth. What
call races are merely temporary eddies in the history of human

d" T. R. Garth. (1)

-~ “Everyone alive is, I am convinced, of mixed ancestry but some
[ us arc more white, some of us more Negro, some of us more
ilnese.” H. G. Wells. (2)

- What was the first man like and of what “race”? Was he
ucasian or Negro, black or white? Or are both the evolution
gome other type? The ancient Greeks believed that black man
W white man darkened by the sun. Their mythology says that
neton, son of Helios, the Sun-God, induced his father to let hiin
the chariot of the sun one day and in his lack of skill drove
b near certain lands and burnt black with intense heat the
aples there, Their poet, Theodectes, attributed the “‘sooty” skin
| “curled” hair of the Ethiopians to this mishap, and Caedman,
lo-Saxon poet of about 670 A.D., caIl{:d the Ethiopians “a race
ned brown by the heat of the sun’

T'his belief held until the discovery of the New World in the
wnth century when it gradually shifted to the theory that man
ted in the tropies; that some peoples, either because they
into cold snowy lands, or because the climate changed to
st some of their color and their hair grew longer to pro-
scalp. Among the earlier writers who were inclined to
were Pallas, Lacepede, Hunter, Dornik and Link. Later
sre  Prichard, Schopenhauer, Chambers, and Darwin,
ey whose “Vestig{!s of the Natural History of the Creation,”

imve immense influence on Darwin, said that, man begin-

mched Caucasian. “The leaﬂing character, in short.,”” he
the various races of mankind are simply representations
ilar stages of development of the highest, or Caucas-
0" (3)

ionjr recent ones who thought that white man evolved
ch darker type are Von Luschan, Finot, Verneau, Griffith
K. Gregory and Binet-Sangle. Sergi thought Europeans

Paychology, p. 220, 1931,
of William Chssc]d Vol. 2, p. 431,
6.7, 1844. Prichard said, ‘Thc primitive stock of men were
oes and I know of no argument to be set on the other side.”
ty of man, p. 289. 1913. See also: Binet-Sangle, Les Ancetres

pp. 86, 103. 1931.
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were originally Africans. (4) This is certain: Abundant evidences
that African Negroids once inhabited Europe as far north as Russia
have been found and are to be seen in the museums of Europe
and the United States.

Still stronger proof is that the oldest human skulls found
are Negroid (prognathous) not Caucasian (orthog_nat_hous). Life
Magazine in an article “Up From The Ape,” on the finding of skulls
in South Africa by Professors Broom and Dart and especially of one
found on an island in Lake Victoria by Dr. L. S. Leakey, shows
“Modern Man” (white) as descended from Boskop Man, a Bushman
with pepper-corn hair, of about 20,000 years ago.

Whatever be the point of view regarding which came first,
black or white, both religion and science agree on a common
human origin, which origin anatomy and the X-Ray confirm. The
points of unlikeness between so-called races are as nothing com-
pared with those in which they are alike.

Unlikeness is most observed in the faces of human varieties.
But even here fundamental alikeness remains. Nose, eyes, mouth,
ears, hair, are located in the same places in the head and function
alike. Furthermore, one is likely to find some point of facial re-
semblance in individuals of ‘widely different so-called races.
Studying faces has been a life-long habit with me. Now and then
[ see Chinese, Japanese, Indians, Caucasians, Negroes as well as
Frenchmen, Spaniards, Germans, Italians. Americans,‘ Eng]:shm_en,
and Jews, with a nose here or a mouth there, or a facial expression
which reminds me of those I have seen in the above-mentioned
peoples no matter how far apart they were thought to be racially.
The same is true when I study sculpture, paintings and photographs.
Whether they be reconstructions of prehistoric man, or {from ancient
Egypt, Greece, Rome, India, pre-Columbian America, the Ren-
aissance, or in a museum of modern art, I am always seeing
resemblances not only among them but among living persons, in-
cluding acquaintances. (5)

4. Sergi says, “The primitive populations of Eurcpe after Homo Neand-
erthalensis originated in Africa, these constituted the entire populition of
Neolithic times.” He calls the European, Eur-African. The Mediterrancan

Race, p.v. 1901.

5. See, for instance Beethoven's nose, as it appears on his lifc-mask
(reproduced, Sex and Race, Vol. 3, p. 308) and the nose of the Olmec
Negro god of pre-Columbian America in this book. Both are very rpuc_h
alike, One sees, too noted white Americans in whom the Negro strain is
evident—a fact which candid pictures of them, (of which T have a col-
lection), show up more clearly. Of one of America’s most distinguished white
women of a family in which the Negro strain is evident, the Cincinnati Union
said, “A colored woman of New York, wife of a prominent Cuban, has often
been greatly annoyed by being mistaken for her.” In fact, certain of her
friends sometimes call her by that lady’s name.

b FOREWORD

Exterior differences as color, hair, facial form are adapta-
tions to climate, which, in turn, is determined by the amount of
yunlight. We are, as one astronomer said, blossoms of the sun.
And as blossoms owe their color to sunlight so do human beings.
~ To understand the force of this start in Norway and travel
buth. Humanity which is generally blond there gets perceptibly
ker the further one goes until when southern Europe is reached
lunettes are common and blonds are rare. Go on to the equator
where Ege sun is hottest and most constant and the natives are jet-
ick. (6)

- That it was degree of sunlight over thousands of years which
Oduced the “original” so-called five races of the anthropologists
the last century is inescapable. Some give food as the cause
L are not kinds of foods also determined by degree of sunlight?
Al intermixture. in turn, from these “five” produced thousands
er varieties, which by still more intermixture produced such
L nifinity of others until of the two and a half billion souls on the
th no two are alike. “Nature,” says Inman, “is always attempt-
{0 breed new races and varieties and appears to abominate
leness. This being so there is a strong resistance to breed
i 10 the same ancestral form.” The evident truth is that each
) being is a “race,” a variety in himself — a variety through
tuns fundamental unity. "
However, there have ever been those who have never been
realize this essential oneness. Even so great a thinker as
could not.
in anthropologists (some of them of our times) (7) could
. Dominated by the slave-holding interests, or other
fition, they dubbed mixed-bloods “mongrels” and preached
urity.” But we know now that the nearly “pure” peoples
ies of the Congo, the Andaman Islanders and the Ainos
thest down and that the “impure” — the so-called mon-
t only more advanced but are among those highest up.
ards mixture of so-called Negro and Caucasian we
(i much of the white strain in the black man and almost
" the black strain in the white man. But intermixture of

recent visit to Denmark I was struck with the difference in
of the Danes and the English. Brunets were VETY rare among
I scores of school children I saw only one whose hair was a
| the rest were almost cottony white. In London and to the

other hand, the people were considerably darker. Among
tew the difference to the Scandinavians is still more noticeable.
for example from W. D. Boyce, writing in 1925, He presents
1[11:1 a Negro together and says, “Here is evidence for the
ich is more intelligent, the African native or the African
ose who know them best say that given equal opportunities
will make faster progress.” Illustrated Africa, p. 472. 1925,
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the two has not been a one-way street. Hence the sub-title of
this book, “Negro Ancestry In The White Race.

I have chosen this with the full consciousness that it will
offend very many. But I know, too that in man’s march to-
wards emancipation from falsehood and fear the sacred cows
of today have ever become the incredible stupidities of tomorrow.

I know also that many white Americans, like most Europ-
eans, will not be offended but will rather welcome the truth. Their
number will increase with the years.

Let me add, too, that this work is intended not only to show
intermixture but to give some idea of the Negro’s contribution,
biologically and culturally in Europe, itself. In my “World’s Great
Men of Color” 1 have given what certain Negroes as Dumas,
Pushkin, St. George, Coleridge-Taylor and others, have acom-
plished there. In Volume One of Sex and Race I have given more.
It is to be hoped that some day added information will be collected
and presented in a single volume. Negro contribution inside
Europe is very much more than is generally believed.

As 1 said, probably many will be offended by this book
and there are those who will not. All human beings, through
the ages may be roughly divided into egotists and altruists. The
egotists, feeling insufficient in themselves, need someone to be
better than — a sort of dope as it were to provide courage to
carry on. On the other hand the altruists, with their inner strength
giving them a sense of mental well-being, endeavor to see the
good, rather than the evil, in others and how that good might be
increased. The altruists, in short, see in other human beings but
another version of themselves, have always recognized the fun-
damental oneness of humanity.

Socrates of the fifth century B.C., said, “I am not a Greek or
an Athenian but a citizen of the whole world.” “I am a man,” said
Terence of Rome, “and nothing human is alien to me.”

“There is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircum-
cision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, but Christ is all in all,”
said St. Paul. “In the variety of your languages and your complex-
ions,” said Mohamet, “verily therein are signs unto men of under-
standing.” Shakespeare, whose all-embracing mind saw the
whole earth as a unit, whose every atom was related to every
other, said, “One touch of nature makes the whole world kin.” And
he was specific as regards “race.” Of white and Negro he said in
Troilus and Cressida, “I care not an she were a blackamoor;! ’tis all
one to me.” (Act 1, Sc. 1).

And so on down the ages. “The world is my country,”
said Thomas Paine, “and to do good is my religion.” Buffon (1707-
1788) French anthropologist, wrote, “There are in nature only
individuals. Races, orders, classes, exist only in imagination.”

] FOREWORD

Darwin showed the growth of every living thing from a common
organism. Nietzsche said, “Have no intercourse with people who
take of this hypocritical race humbug.”

; Walt Whitman in his magnificent “Salut au Monde” wrote:
"You daughter or son of England

(l, noble formed, superbly destined on equal terms with me.

o Norwegian! Swede! Icelander! You Prussian!

il Spaniard of Spain. You Portuguese. You Frenchwoman and
itl I'renchman of France.

of us inevitable.

of us limitless — each of us with his or her rights upon the

of us allowed the eternal purports of the earth

th of us as divinely as any is here.”

- And Abdul Baha, greatest modern advocate of the brother-
| of”man, said, “The earth is but one country and mankind its

owever, I shall not rely on humanitarian or religious sen-
nor on deductions from pre-history or anthropology for
of my thesis. To show Negro ancestry in the white “race”
direct historical evidence from early writers and sculptors—
15, Greeks, Romans down through the centuries to those
imes. This is only a minor part of what could be given.
i in the three volumes of Sex and Race will be found
Additional. T have drawn here from that work only what was
il to round out my point.

re giving these facts I however, shall discuss how and
prejudice began.



Cuaprrer ONE

WHERE DID THE COLOR PROBLEM ORIGINATE?
AND WHY

The two varietics of humanity which have intermixed the most
and longest are so-called Negro and Caucasian. There is some
evidence that they mated in prehistoric times; that a Negro, or
Negroid, people inhabited Europe when it was joined to Africa
and was still tropical. As for the historic period, or about eight
thousand years there is abundant evidence they did, especially
in the Americas since Columbus.

In so-called racial intermixture there are usually two forces:
exogamy or out-breeding and endogamy, or inbreeding. In co-
lonial lands, the first is called miscegenation; the second, race pur-
ity. However, in those lands as in all Jands where one’s partner
in marriage is not selected by his parents, like and dislike gen-
erally determine one’s choice of a mate. Which qualities attract
or repel are quite beyond precise definition, so much depends up-
on the individual, regardless of race, caste or religion. As Shake-
speare said:

Strange is it that our bloods

Of colour, weight and heat, poured all together

Would quite confound distinction, yet stand off

In differences so mighty.

Some of these “mighty” differences are not all physical. ‘They
are economic, social, educational and religious, also. Any of the
latter can operate as strongly as the racial, which is supposed
in colonial, or former colonial lands, to be the strongest of all ob-
jections. The peculiar thing about miscegenation is that some
of its most vociferous objectors practise it.

In certain colonial and former colonial lands as in the United
States, South Africa, and the West Indies, color of skin, (which
is accepted as normal in Europe, where the population is white,
or Central Africa where it is black) is a “mighty” difference, in-
fluencing not only mating but life in some of its most unexpected
phases. For instance, the matter of the blonde and the brunette
among white women. When one reads in American papers of a
man having an affair with some gorgeous girl, she is always
blonde. When blunettes are mentioned it is almost with some

sort of apology.
tension of the prejudice against the Negro’s colo

Is this depreciation of the white brunette an ex-
r? Whiteness of

skin has become a symbol of purity, goodness, and fine Christian

! NEGRO ANCESTRY IN THE WHITE RACE

living. “Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow,” runs the hymn.
Thus the more bleached the skin, the more bleached the character
+ Negro albinos, not included, of course.

~ But whatever be the reason the blondes are raved over in
America, and the brunettes aren’t. However, in the Scandinavian
ihds, where as one visitor remarked, “Blondes are a dime a
ousand,” blonde skin and hair count for no more than does black
mong the blacks of Central Africa or yellow among the Chinese
t ixed blacks in Scandinavia, 1 have noticed, attract attcntiox;
il arc usually welcome. They offer some variety to the color
leme, in certain villages in the West Indies where the people are
tk I have noticed similar welcome given to a white visitor for
! Miune reason.

,_Is color in sexual selection a factor only in colonial and for-
I' colonial lands? Evidently not. It probably goes back to the
ue when variety of skin coloring began to appear in the human
y or many hundreds of thousands of years ago. Since the
uman beings were all of the same color it is clear that dif-
8 of color of skin is an important factor in human evolution.
Mhiuman  beings, except albinos, have some degree of color
heir skins.

other question. When and where was color first used as
l, economic and political factor? Many who have given
to that say it started with the invasion of the dark men’s
Asia, Africa, America — by the whites in the fiftenth
Lord Cromer, distinguished statesman, thought however
qliestlon had never been competently examined. “I am
6,” he said, “that any competent scholar has ever ex-
nto the question of the stage in history at which difference
. . acquired the importance it now possesses as a social
al factor.” (1) I think he is right. If it has been done I
it seen it.

st recorded instance of color prejudice I have been able
1 India of some five thousand years ago when the Aryas
i, invaded the valley of the Indus and found there a black
'the. D'asysus, or Dasyus. In any case we find very clear
{ it in Aryan writings. In the Rig-Veda (Book IX
1) Indra, their national god, is depicted as “B]owiné
upernatural might from earth and from the heavens
kin which Indra hates.” Hymn 42:1, tells of “Driving
skin far away.” The blacks were called “Anasahs”
wople) . Book v. Hymn 29:10, tells how Indra “slew
barbarians.”

lont and Modern Imperialism, p. 140. 1910,
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India’s caste system was based on color. (2) The word varna
(caste) literally means “‘color.” Arya varna (white skin); Krishna
varna (black skin). (3)

“The Aryans of India,” says the Encyclopedia of Religion and
Ethics, “prided themselves on their fairer skins and more aquiline
features and held in derision the black color and flatter physio-
gnomies of the aborigines, regarded them much as conquering
whites regarded blacks in Africa.”

Thanks, however, to time and the Moslem invasion of the
eleventh century color prejudice weakened. Aryan and Dasyu;
and Negro and white Moslems from Africa and the Near East
amalgamated into the present Indian population. Later, the in-
coming of the Europeans, did much to revive it.

The next evidence of it I have been able to find is in Ancient
Egypt. Gerald Massey, perhaps the greatest of all authorities on
ancient Egyptian lore, said, “On the monuments the dark people
are commonly called ‘the evil race of Kush’ but when the Ethiopian

2. The aborigines were not the barbarians Aryan legends say they
were. These blacks, now known as Dravidians, had a mighty civilization
of their own. From them came the Buddhas. James Bird (Historical
Researches on the Origin of the Buddhas, pp. 5, 8, 12. 1847) says, “Buddhas
of a black complexion are common in the Fresco paintings of Ajunta and
that of the Arishtanemi, or race of vishnu, who is the twenty-second Jain
saint is described as of a black complexion on the authority of the Hema-
chandras vocabulary.”

Of one black Buddha in the case of Aurangabad, he says, “Its features
are large, its hair curly, its whole resemblance is so much allied to that of
the African as to have given origin to the opinion of some that Buddhism
had an extra Indian origin.” In this cave there is also, he says the drawing
of **an Abyssinian prince seated on a bed along with a fair woman to whom
he appears to be married.”

Godfrey Higgins says, “The religion of Buddha of India is well-
known to have been very ancient. In the most ancient temples scattered
throughout Asia where his worship is yet continued he is found as yet
with the flat face, thick lips and curly hair of the Negro. Several statues
of his may be met in the Museum of the East India Company . . . The
religion of the Negro God is found in the ruins of his temples and other
circumstances to have been spread over an immense extent of cour .y, even
to the remotest parts of Britain and to have been professed by devotees,
inconceivably numerous . . . That the Buddhists were Negroes the icons of
their God clearly prove.” Anacalypsis, Vol. 1, pp. 52. 1866.

For additional facts on the Negro Buddhas together with pictures of
them and the evolution of Christianity from the black Buddhas see Sex and
Race, Vol. 1, pp. 265-8. 2nd ed. 1940.

3. Rabindranath Tagore, Indian poet and Nobel Prize winner, says
of color prejudice, “Our own history began with it and though India des-
perately tried some kind of mechanical race adjustment she has failed in
giving birth to a living political organism owing to this abnormal caste

consciousness that obstructs the strain of human sympathy and spirit of

mutual eooperation. This is the reason why, in spite of the fact that India

] NEGRO ANCESTRY IN THE WHITE RACE

element dominates the dark people retort by calling the light
complexions, the pale, degraded race of Arvad.” (4) But this preju-
dice of fair for dark and the converse was, it is safe to say, never
- Nhearly as strong as in India. The whites did not come in any con-
dlderable number to Egypt until the Ptolemaic invasion of the third
eentury B.C., by which time intermixture had already taken too firm
root for any appreciable degree of color prejudice, as 1 shall
thow later.

. The third instance of color prejudice is to be found in the
libbinical writings. The early rabbis did very definitely and
hundantly say that a black skin was the result of a “curse” on Ham
) Noah. The signs of this “curse” said certain rabbis were “a
hlack skin, misshapen lips, and twisted hair.” The Bible says the
‘turse” was placed on Canaan, Ham’s son, but some rabbis said
I was placed directly on Ham. Rabbi Huja said that he came forth
m the Ark “black-skinned.” (5) This would mean that Ham who

| produced a series of great minds, she has not produced a great organie
Mitory ; and it has yet to be seen if such history is?in the makging in r\§hich
tples of different colours can have a perfect bond of life from across the
. "Spectator, May 9, 1931, p. 739.
| Rice says, “In India, itself today a fair skin is considered desirable.”
lindu Customs and Their Origins, p. 39. 1937,
Thc Spectator says, “To this day a high caste Hindu may speak dis-
irngingly of a low caste man ‘as a very black fellow’ and may avoid
ollution by his touch.” May 28, 1931, p. 501.
~ P. L. Prattis says of his visit to India in 1949: “I talked with the
iitor of the Hindustani Times about matrimonial advertisements in
ch girls mention their fair and white complexions as desirable attributes
cking a husband. It was my impression that this dispositon was a carry-
ver from the long British occupation. The editor said this was not true,
it it has long been the tradition of Indians to place a premium upon a
tkin that fairness has been a sort of ideal written into India’s literature
¥ the poets.”
- The Indian movies, said Prattis, had “a mik-white cast.” How could
; fans, T asked myself, make a picture with a cast so unrepresentative
| _Indi:ms, themselves? All the members of the cast looked like Italians and
ieeks. They were a white set . . . But India is just running over with
fown, dark brown and black peoples. The yellows and the fair are a
ority so small that you don’t even meet them on the streets. Take any
| dful of Indians and they are dark . . . But you couldn’t tell that from
wing onc of their motion pictures . . . Seventeen Days in Independent
wlin. Pittsburg Courier. Aug. and Sept. 1949,
Moslem India—Pakistan—thanks to its faith, is less concerned about
ilbr than India. When Islam invaded India about the ninth century A. D,
groes were in the Moslem armies and tdeir numbers increased as the
meuest of the peninsula proceeded. Some Negroes rose to be sultans, two
| the principal ones bbeing Malik Ambar (1548-1628) and Malik Andeel
494). There were also great generals, admirals, prime ministers and
lldiers. Many of these blacks, says C, Stewart, “who, if they had fallen
10 the hands of Europeans, would have been condemmed to service drudg-
became the associates of princes and governors of provinces.” (History
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had gone into the Ark fair skinned had undergone this change of
color in the only one hundred and ninety days that had been in
the Ark. Ham it appears, had been guilty of some sexual infraction
while in there from having intercourse with his wife to sodomy.

Topinard, French anthropologist, thinks, too, that the rabbis
of the first century were the first to stress differences of race and
color. Race, as we now use it, he says, was unknown in far
antiquity, at least in the West. He correctly notes that Aristotle,
Father of Natural History, and Hippocrates, Father of Medicine,
do not mention “race” though both studied anatomy and the
then known varieties of the human race. including the Negro.

The Greek had two distinct divisions of humanity — Greek
and Barbarian, or citizen and alien. An Athenian who married
an alien, regardless of color, was sold into slavery. It was for a
long time the same in Rome. “Race” as based on color and
physique is, in fact comparatively recent. The King James Bible
of the seventeenth century does not mention it. Shakespeare used
it only for family lineage or contests. So also do the first English
dictionary by Nathaniel Bailey in 1736; and the second by Dr.
Samuel Johnson in 1750.

To quote Topinard, “In the first century when Christianity was
beginning to seat itself in Rome the doctrine of a separate creation
for whites and blacks was defended by the Babylonian rabbis
and later by Emperor Julian. In 415 A. D. when one council was
debating whether the Ethiopians were descended from Adam and
the theory they weren’t was making progress, St. Augustine in his
‘City of God’ intervened and declared that no true Christian would
doubt that all men, of no matter what form, color, or height were
of the same protoplasmic origin.” (6)

Emperor Julian, The Apostate (c. 331-363 A. D.) said on race,
“For different natures must have existed in all those things that
among the nations were to be differentiated. Thus, at any rate
is seen, if one observes how very different in their bodies are the
Germans and Scythians from the Libyans and Ethiopians.” (7) The
first were whites; the latter two, blacks.

of Bengal, pp. 100-08. 1813). For Malik Ambar, Andeel and names of
other eminent Negroes of the Moslem past see Rogers, J. A. Sex and Race,
Vol. 1, 96-99. 1946.

4. A book of the Beginnings, Vol. 1, p. 454. 1881.

5. Ginsberg L. Legends of the Jews. Consult the Index, Vol. 7 for
HAM, HAMITE, ETHIOPIAN, EGYPTIAN, CAIN (1938). See also
Sex and Race, vol. 3, pp. 316-17. Also Freeman and Simon’s Midrash
Rabba for Story of the Ethiopian maid who thought herself fairer than
her white mistress (Song of Songs, p. 690) ; and the story of the Negro
slave to whom his Jewish master left his entire wealth except one thing
in order to trick him, in Rapoport S. Tales and Maxims from the Midrash,
pp. 223-4, also p. 167. 1907.

11 NEGRO ANCESTRY IN THE WHITE RACE

Also in a letter to a priest he said that “facts bear witness
that many men came into the world at once I shall maintain
elsewhere, and precisely, but for the moment it will be enough
{0 say this much that if we were descended from one man and one
woman, it is not likely that our laws would show such divergence;
nor in any case is it likely that the whole earth was filled with
people by one man; nay, not even if the women used to bear many
children at a time to their husbands like swine.” (8)

St. Augustine replied that all human beings even “monsters”
- so-called freaks of nature — were of “the stock of Adam’s
or Noah’s sons” and that, “whosoever is anywhere born of a man,
that is, of a rational mortal animal, no matter what unusual appear-
ince he presents in colour, movement, sound, nor how peculiar
he is in some power, part, or quality of his nature no Christian
ein doubt he springs from a single protoplast.” He added, “All
the varieties of mankind . . . unquestionably trace their pedigree
o that one first father of all.” (9)

As a result of this dispute, monogenism, or a single origin for
the human race, became a fixed Christian doctrine; and, says
&Einard, more than one doubter paid the supreme penalty for
ibelief.

The fourth stage in the development of color prejudice seem-
itl therefore to have occurred in Rome of the first century A. D. as
| phase of the fight between Christianity and Paganism. Prior to
hut, however, Pagan masters held the belief that humanity re-
lless of color, were either Roman or Barbarian. Christianity,
new religion, decided that “of one blood” God made all the
wples of the earth and that all men were brothers in Christ.
eover, the earliest Christians pictured the Virgin Mary and
ipist as black, both being an evolution of the worship of Isis
Horus which was once common in Rome.

~ Before proceeding to the fifth stage in the growth of color
sjuclice let us endeavor to see why the rabbis made the “curse”
) Ham a black skin. This is certain: Next to the Aryans the Jews
¢ more color conscious than any of the ancients. Why? They
il been slaves to the Egyptians and Ethiopians who are described
ir legends as Negroes. Again, after they had established them-
in Palestine they were twice invaded by Egyptians and
jans. Shishak, Ethiopian ruler of Egypt, ravaged the land,
ered Solomon’s Temple, and took a great number of Jews
to Egypt. (II Chronicles, 12). Another Ethiopian King,
uh, who came with “a host of a thousand thousand and three
nilred chariots” was beaten off. (II Chronicles, 14).

—

~ i, De la notion de race en anthropologie. Revue d’Anthrop 2nd ser.
I, %, p. 589. Paris 1879.
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who joined with the English, French, Germans and other Crusad-
ers in Spain and Palestine, as well as slaves, mistresses and even
wives, brought from Spain and the Near East — Negroes even
then were common in the homes of great lords, having them was
“fashionable” (70a) — and fourth, African blacks of the Middle
Ages or of the later slave period who found royal favor, or who
rose to some prominence through ability or trade. For instance,
there were Negro members of the Hanseatic League, oreat mer-
cantile guild of the 14th and 15th centuries. The patron saint
of the guild was St. Maurice, a Negro, foremost Catholic saint
of Germany. The ornate building of the guild with its Negro
heads still stand in Riga and Revel, Esthonia. (71) As was shown
some of these Negroes with Negroes in their coats-of-arms took
names, signifying their origin but others when adopted into fam-
ilies took the names of the latter, or even other names. Thus
might be explained the presence of Negroes in coat-of-arms of
hundreds of others families.

70a. Pedro de Carvalho. Das Origines da FEscravidao em Portugal, p.
41, 1877.

71. Seth, D. Esthonian Journey, p. 28, 1939, Davis, E. C., a Wayfarer
in Esthonia, pp. 11, 14, 105. Berejkov. Du Commerce de la Russie avec
la Hanse jusqu’a la fin du XV siecle. 1879. Winckler. Die deutschen
Hanse in Russland. Berlin 1886. Reau, L. Lart russe, p. 118, 1921. On
the House of the Black or Negro heads in Riga and Reval,

NOTES ON OTHELLO

Othello’s “race” since the days of Edmund Kean (1787-1833)
has been in dispute. Here are some facts to be remembered
as regards this. Shakespeare lifted his plot largely from the
Hecatommithi (Novela VII, 1608) by Cinthio, an Italian romancer.
Cinthio only called his character. “The Moor” and spoke of his
“negrezza” or blackness of skin. To “The Moor” Shakespeare
gave a name, Othello, which is said to be of German origin.

As T said before the union of a white woman of high birth
and a black man has been a popular theme since very early
times. On the Continent there was little or no prejudice to so-
called mixed marriages but in England, then engaged in captur-
ing Negroes and seling them in the Americas. color prejudice
began to develop. There are clear evidences of this in certain
of Shakespeare’s contemporaries as George Herbert's “A  Fair
Nymph Scorning A Black Boy Courting Her”; John Cleveland’s
“The Blackamoor and Her Loves”; Christopher Marlowe’s Lust’s
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Dominion,” Peele’s “Tragical Battle of Alcazar,” and in Shake-
speare’s own Merchant of Venice, where Portia dismisses her
dark-skinned suitor, the Prince of Morocco, with, “Let all of his
complexion choose me so.” Act II, Sc. VI). It must be remembered
that while the scene of Othello is Venetian, its psychology is Eng-
lish.

Now 1 take it that Shakespeare, secing the union of Negroes
and white women and also the growing prejudice against Neg-
roes made Othello a Negro for dramatic effect. Moreover, as
I said, the subject of the black man and the white woman had
not only been an alluring one long before him but that two of
his contemporaries, Peele and Marlowe, had already written suc-
cesful miscegenation plays.

Shakespeare describes Othello’s color and “race” so clearly
that it is only those who read present conditions into those of
centuries ago could say that he would not be guilty of so great
an artistic error as to make him a Negro.

E. M. Stoll says, “Black he certainly is and a Negro” (Univ. of
Minnesota Studies in anguage and Literature. No. 2, p: 45).
Baldensperger, who goes thoroughly into the subject, says, “Oth-
ello is a Negro and a Christian.” (Harvard Univ. Studies in Phil-
ology. Vol. 9-20, p. 7). S. A. Tannenbaum, “Shakespeare’s des-
cription of Aaron the Moor, in Titus Andronicus, his use of ‘Negro’
and ‘Moor’ as synonymous terms in the Merchant of Venice (I11,
V. 42, 43) and Iago’s insistence on the unnaturalness of Desde-
mona’s choice, combined with the many references to Othello’s
blackness (as well as his sooty bosom and thick lips) . . . must
compel the conviction that the poet, with true artistry intends
us to think of ‘black Othello’ as a Negro.” ( Shakespeare’s Othello.
A Concise Bibliography, p. VII. 1934).

D. J. Snyder says, “A question has been raised concerning
the degree of Othello’s Africanism about which extreme opinions
have been held in both directions. But he was not a Hottentot
on the one hand, nor a Caucasian on the other; he was, how-
ever, born in Africa and his physiognomy is thoroughly African.
The point which the Poet emphasizes so often and so strongly is
the difference of race between him and Desdemona. He is her
equal in rank, for he comes of royal lineage; he is the peer of her
family in honor and fame for he is the most distinguished man in
Venice. The sole difference which is selected as the ground
of c%)llision is race.” (System of Shakespeare’s Dramas, pp. 105-05.
1877.

For further background see Winstanley, L., Othello as the
Tragedy of Italy (1924) and such earlier works as The Touchstone
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of Politics by Boccalius (1610) and the New Found Politics where
the Spaniards are described as a black people ruling a white
one. Finally, Burckhardt gives what I consider a clinching argu-
ment. In his “Civilization of the Renaissance in Italy,” he men-
tions a noted Negro who lived in Venice and thinks he might
have been the original of Othello. See the next chapter in the
part on Italy.

NOTES ON NEGROES IN ROMAN BRITAIN

“The Notitia Dignitatum in partibus Occidentis” compiled by
copyists of the Middle Ages from accounts of the Roman Empire
up to the 4th Century A. D. has this in the part dealing with Brit-
ain,” “In Britain he (Emperor Septimius Severus) was pro-
ceeding to the next resting place . . . a certain Ethiopian of the
military class, famous among the clowns, and noted for his jokes,
came up to him with a crown made of cypress.” (Vol. 2, p. 888.
1853 — Bocking). “Military class” here undoubtedly infers the
presence not only of Negro soldiers but of Negroes in other occu-
pations.

CHAPTER SEVEN

MIXTURES OF WHITES AND BLACKS IN GREECE,
TURKEY, ITALY AND CENTRAL EUROPE

The Byzantine, or Eastern Romane Empire, like the Western,
was a great melting pot. Greeks, Armenians, Arabs, Jews, Ne-
groes, Nordics met and mingled in disregard of “race.” (1) Byzan-
tium was closely linked with Ethiopia. Byzantine rulers took
their title, Basileus, from Ethiopia. Such prejudices as existed
were tribal, national and religious, principally the latter after
Christianity came to power. “There was, “says Spengler,” not
the slightest difficulty about an Irishman in Constantinople marry-
ing a Negro woman if both were Christians.” (2) Justinian II
married his Negro cook to a noble Roman lady. Nicephorous
Phocas, greatest of the Byzantine rulers, was an Arab and from
the description given of him by Luidprand, Bishop of Cremona,
who saw him, a Negro.

Such prejudices as existed against “race” in the matter of
marriage were directed chiefly against the fair whites to the north
because they were considered heathen. Constantine the Great
issued strict orders against even the marriage of their princes with
with his people.

Negro soldiers who had been coming into Greece from about
the tenth century B. C., continued to arrive until the War of Greek
Independence in 1830 and later. The pirate who plundered the
Temple of Neptune was, Sanno, a Negro. (3) In 904, Leon the
African invaded Southern Greece with 54 ships and 10,800 Ne-
groes and ruled it for years. (4) Negroes were an important part
of the Turkish army that captured Greec in 1453. It was a gigari-
tic Negro, Hasson, who was the first to mount the walls of Con-
stantinople during its siege.

The Turks ruled Greece for the next four centuries. Under
them blacks and mulattoes held high positions in the army and
the navy, and had harems of white women and black. There
was no color prejudice. Now and than an unmixed black man
rose to be ruler in all but name. He was generally a eunuch —
the Kislar Aghassi, or head of the harem. He was a Prince of

1. See sources in Sex and Race, Vol. 1, pp. 116-18. 2nd ed. 1940,
Vol. 3, pp. 3-5.

2. Decline of the West, Vol. 2, p. 69. 1932.

3. Gilbert H. Boys’ Book of Pirates, p. 11. 1916,

4. Schlumberger. Un Empereur Byzantin . . . p. 34. 1911.
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TURKISH EMPIRE
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A ; i

from “The Slave Market". by J. L. Gcmrﬁc (1824-1904). Negroes
and Whites being sold together.
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Turkish Sultan with his Negro Favorite and Confidante. Known as Kizlar
Aghassis, the Blackers were exceeded in authority only by the Sultan

(Les Anciens Costumes de l’Empiﬁ Ottoman by Arif Pasha, 1864).
1
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the Empire (5) and governor of the sacred cities of Mecca and
Medina, and “by tradition a Negro.” The Kizlar held power for
seven centuries.

A French writer of 1635 says there were 500 Negroes for the
300 women in the Sultan's harem. He describes them as having
“flat noses, thick lips, hair curled like wool, and face, fearfully
black so there is no white to be seen but their eyes.” (5a) Some
of these blacks taught the women dancing and deportment.

Turkish power extended beyond Greece into Bulgaria, Rou-
mania, Servia, Albania, and almost to the gates of Vienna. Large
numbers of the soldiers used in that conquest were Negro levies
from Egypt and the Sudan. They left traces of their blood in
the whites of all that region. In 1840 Egypt sent 30,000 Negro
soldiers to ravage Southern Greece. (6) Millingen tells of the large
number of Negroes of both sexes he saw in Stamboul, alone. He
says, “From the white Caucasian to the black Negro all the in-
tervening tints and complexions are to be seen within the precinets
of this metropolis . . . Among these various races the African
stands conspicuous on account of both the tint and the number
of its members.” No distinction whatsoever, he says was drawn
“between a white and a black face.” He estimated that in th
Greco-Turkish region had been brought in over the centu
100,000 Negroes by each generation, most of whom died from over-
work. Among the mulattoes holding high office he named General
Mehemet Pasha. (7) Blacks were seldom permitted to marry
among their own people. !

White and Negroes were put up indiscriminately for salg
in the Turkish markets. Patrick wrote, “In the time of Sultan

5. Porter, Sir J. Turkey, Vol. 2, p. 274. 1854. See also his “Obser=
vations sur la Religion . . . des Turcs, pp. 52, 141, 142, 167-174. Pt. 2, p. 6,
Bull. et Mem. Paris Soc. d’Anthrop. March 14, 1901, pp. 234-40. Also
Sex and Race, Vol. 1, pp. 286-7. 2nd ed. 1940. (5a) History of the
Serail (trans. by E. Grimeston). The original is by a French writer of 16
who tells of the great number of unmixed black in the Sultan’s hare
He mentions the Kislar Aghassi, or head of the harem, and says that
the Nagroes were teachers of the women of the harem. He adds that there
was a belief that the whitc women in th harem, seeing so many blacks
about them would be frightened into having black babies but that I
never heard that any Sultana hath been delivered of a Moor although
I know this may be done. History furnishes us with examples of such
accidents. Women have borne children like unto pictures that wer
in the chambers” (p.61). Some of these Negroes who were virtual rul
of the Empire were Sunbullu, Bashir, Solyman, Bekir, Dijevher, an
Nadir, the last two being under Abdul Hamid, last Sultan in 1907, '

6. Madden, R. R. Egypt and Mohammed Ali, pp. 67, 115. 1841, F
ll\gzg;ocs in Greek Revolution see its history by T. Gordon, Vol. 2, p.
44,
7. Jour. Anthrop. Soc’y Rev. Vol. 8, pp. 1 xxxv-cviii, 1870,

Detail of Turkish Harem Scene by J. L. Gerome, 1824-1904.
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Aziz there were slave markets which were open to the public.
According to the Mohammedan religion all races are equal be-
fore God and the boys and girls sold in this way were sometimes
fair Circassians and sometimes blacks.” (8) Mrs. Mackintosh
wrote, “Not only poor black Nubians are sold in Damascus but
white slaves, beautiful Circassian women.” (9) ]. L. Stephens, an
American diplomat, and a strong believer in white racial super-
iority, wrote of the slave market in Constantinople in 1835, “To
my surprise I found there twenty or thirty white women. Bad, hor-
rible as this traffic is under any circumstances to my habits and
feelings it loses a shade of its horrors when confined to blacks
but here whites and blacks were exposed together in the same
bazaar. The women were from Circassia and the regions of the
Caucasus, that country so renowned for beauty of its women. . . .
“One thing particularly struck me, though perhaps as an
American, I ought not to have been so sensitive. A large number
of men were at work in the fields and they were all slaves. Such
is the force of education and habit that I have seen hundreds
of black slaves without a sensation; but it struck rudely upon me
to see white men slaves, an American and he one whose father
had been a soldier in the Revolution and had fought to sustain
the great principle that all men are by nature free and equal.”

In other words in the Near East under both Christianity and
Islam a pronounced difference of color as that between white and
black counted for no more than say that between brunets
and blondes in northern Europe. Stephens makes this clear in his
impression of Russia. He was “forcibly struck,” he says, “with
the parallel between the white serfs of the north of Europe and
Africa bondsmen” in America. He found the Russian slaves “not
less degraded in intellect, character and personal bearing” than
the Negroes on the American plantations. He added that when
he compared these whites with “Africans of intelligence and
capacity, standing upon a footing of equality as soldiers and
officers in the Greek army and the Sultan’s” he was “insensibly
compelled to abandon certain theories not uncommon among my
countrymen at home in regard to the intrinsic superiority of the
white race.” (10)

8. Under Five Sultans, p. 69. 1929,

9. Damascus and Its People, p. 78. 1883. For more on slavery of
white and black see, Millingen, Jour. Anthrop. Soc. Rev. Vol. 8, pp.
cix-cxx ; Porter, Sir J. Turkey, Vel. 2, p. 87. 1854. Madden, R. R. Egypt
and Mohammed Ali, pp. 127-155. 1844. Riya Salima: Harems et Musu-
Imanes, says, “War in the Morea brought a crowd of young Greeks to
the Egyptian harems and pirates brought Circassians.”” p. 200. 1902,

10. Incidents of Travel in Greece, Turkey, Russia ctc. pp. 40, 237-9;
265-6 1839. For adventures of a Negro in Turkey and his mate, a white
Scotchwoman see Dorr. D. F. Round the world, p. 138 et seq. 1858.
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Much Negro strain also came into Greece and Turkey through
Arabia, whose people for many centuries have been much more
mulatto than white. The same is true of Egypt and other parts
of North Africa which were once under Turkish rule. Sir Richard
Burton, Lawrence of Arabia, and others tell of the absence of
color prejudice among the Arabs and of leaders who were
“coal-black.” (10a)

The inflow of Negroes into Italy which had taken place
under the Romans and the Moors continued into the seventeenth
century. The slavery of the whites and blacks extended from
Constantinople to Rome. (11) The Venetians, and Genoese, great
slave-traders, brought Negroes in numbers to Italy where they
were used as soldiers, slaves, wrestlers, divers, swimming-masters,
musicians, jailers, hatchet-men, executioners, (12) pages and pets
for noble ladies. Three of the latter were Lucrecia Borgia, Isabella
of Mantua and Queen Isabella of Aragon. The latter wrote her
agent in Venice asking him to send her a Negro “blacker in
color” than the previous one. Unmixed Negroes were generally
preferred in the courts and households of the rich to those with
a white strain. ]

In Sicily, most of the slaves brought in were unmixed Neg-
roes, accounting in part for the present dark color of its popu-
Jation. Livi, in an article on “Domestic Slavery in the Middle
Ages and its Importance in Anthropology,” says the Negroes

10a. Lawrence. T. E. says that one of his sponsors in Arabia was
Sherif Abd el Krim “a coal-black Negro of pure Abyssinian type.” Seven
Pillars of Wisdom, p. 178. 1935, - N

Among the Arabs he says there “werc no distinguishing trad:tiolns,
natural or ctherwise except the unconscious power given a famous sheikh
by virtue of his accomplishment.” p. 157, )

“In Turkey, Persia and India, the Negro has played an important
part in the sexual life of the inhabitants of these countries.” O. Berkeley-
Hill, Spectator, London, June 13, 1931, p. 394.

Burton, Sir R. Pilgrimage to Mecca, Vol. 2, p. 233 (1893) “Most
Meceans are black and as has been said the appearance of the Sharil is
almest that of a Negro . . . Abd al-Mottalib bin Ghalib is a dark, beardless
old man with African features derived from his mother. “Vol. 2, p. 150,

“The Negro slaves in Egypt are far better off than in Christian
countries . . . Manumission is common and the manumitted Negro has

" no prejudice against his color to encounter; he finds no distinction made

in any society he has the means to enter into.” Madden, R. R. Egypt and
Mohammed Ali, p. 117. 1841.

11. Saco, J. A. Historia de la esclavitud, etc. Vol. 3, pp. 185-6; 197,
224. 1877 & Book XXI. 1937. Pirenne, H. Histoire du Moyen Age, Vol

8, p. 20, 31, 116, 1944, Rodocanachi F. Les esclaves en Italie, XIII au

XVIe, siecles, in Rev. des ques. hist. Vol. 79-80, p. 397. 1906. Livi R.
Iesclavage domestique au moyen age ete. Bull. et Mem. Soc. d’Anthrop. de
Paris: 5 ser. Vol. 10, pp. 441-4; 438-447. 1909. Also ser. 5, Vol. 9, pp.

12. Burckhardt J. Civilization of the Renaissance ir Italy, pp. 296-



Lucrecia Borgia, daughter of Pope Alexander VI, with her favorite

(Attributed to Titian, 1477-1576)
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